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Do you know what gilding is, say, on a picture frame or the pages of your family Bible? It is a thin layer of gold that is

applied to the surface of an object to make it look expensive and beautiful, when often it is made of common, cheap

materials underneath.

f his week, we are returning our focus to American history. The last twenty-five years of the 1800's in America were

dubbed "The Gilded Age" because, though there were many amazing advances in technology and many people

enjoyed a better standard of l iving than any people had since the beginning of the world, and though many in high

society were fabulously wealthy, the "gold" that made America seem like a glittering treasure was only painted on the

surface. If you scratched beneath the golden gilding of America's cit ies, you found horrid slums where desperately
poor people l ived in shamefully dirty, crowded, and dangerous conditions.

-l-his week, students on all learning levels wil l read about the mill ions of immigrants who came to America. Each level
has a different aspect of this great voluntary migration to study, so ask your brothers and (or) sisters what they are learn-
ing about this week. Some of you are reading in detail about the process by which irnmigrants entered Arnerica. You'l l
learn about some of their f irst sights of their new homeland, especially the Statue of Liberty and Ell is Island. Others are
learning about hardships that immigrants underwent both coming to America and once they entered the country.

You wil l also read about President Grover Cleveland this week. This President was in office during the era o[ im-
migration, and had to confront not only the problems that swell ing foreigners brought but also those brought to him
by establishecl Americans who wanted the government to serve their needs in various ways. President Cleveland had
sonre unique experiences as President, as well as some unusual challenges to face.

As vou read this week, you wil l probably begin to think that many of the problems and experiences of the people you
study sound somewhat familiar. We are f-ast entering the part of history that is most l ike the world that we live in
today. Some of the problems that both immigrants and President Cleveland faced were new and different to them, but
they have become lasting challenges to us-Americans l iving more than a century later.
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"Come to Stay"-illustration from an 1880 newspaper


