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GrNrnar InronmaloN FoR An Gnnors

J'his rveek, grammar students are studying various l ifestyles in America in the Gilded Age. Everyday l ife was begin-
ning to look more and more l ike yours, but what things were sti i l  different? fhis week you can find outl Also, some

of you are continuing your study of the l ives that various immigrants led during this period. Life was hard in Eastern

cities. Upper-grammar students wil l learn about a program that reformers of the Children's Aid Society developed to
relocate orphans from the city to the West. Dialectic students wil l continue their in-depth look at daily l i fe of immi-

grants and their study of the l ife of Andrew Carnegie.

Rhetoric students this week have three main topics to cover. First, l ike students on all levels, you'l l  read about the
second administration of President Grover Cleveland. Cleveland had been defeated in his bid for re-electit 'rn fbur yeirrs
rar ' l i r l  bce. i i is .  i i iosi  peop!c ihougl i i  l - ' i r i - t ' ,oo s i i ic ' t .  Ai- ier  four ycarsoi tPicsidcnt Har i ' ison's morc lenic l l l  pol ic ics,
which gave segments of the American people what they thought they wanted, America had rnuch bigger civil service
anrl pension plan payments and a treasury that was depleted of gold. Grover Cleveland was running for President
agairt, and Americans gladly welcomed him back for another four-year terml

l,ast week, you reacl about the views and successes o[the Captains of Industry. ' l 'his wcek, rhetoric stuclents rt, i l l  learrt
about horv the other half l ived: those who toiled for long hours in the nation's factories. l.aborers hircl alrnost no rights
as enrployees ancl often endured a hard l ife as they worked in mines and firctories to procfuce goods that t l.rey seklonr
could enjoy. As the Gilded Age progressetl, leaders arose who sought to help laborers to orgar-rize thenrselves into
groups that were strong enough to face down the powerful industrialists. C)ne would think that the Anrerican public
would have been on the side of these underdogs, looking at t l.rese hardworking people with love and compassion. I lut
laborers werc rnostly foreign immigrants, irnd established Americans feared that their vicllent strikes antl labol unions
wotrlcl undernrine American institutions. 'Ihey also fearecl that these newcomers from Europe were irnporting social-
istic and cornmunistic ideas that would rend the fabric of American society. So, those who desired better pay, shortcr
hours, ancl safer working conditions had an uphil l battle against both profi lseeking industrialists and thc general
public, who wanted peace and security at'rove all else.

An<ither group who feared to love were the Southern white leaclers. After President l layes rem<lved l 'cderal troops,
white l)enrocrats regained power over state governnrents in thc South. Starting in 1890 in Missi.ssippi, u'hite lcarlcrs
passecl a series o1'unconstitutional and oppressive laws that have come to be collectively called Jim Crow laws. I 'hese
laws werc designed to deny blacks lundamental constitutional rights, especially the
right to vol.e. [n the same year, Louisiana passed a law that said that no "colorecl"

people could ricle in the same railroad car with whites. ' lwo years later, a group of
cotrccrned cit izerrs convirrced I{orner Plessy, who was % black, to l>oard an all-white
car as a test of the law. Plessy was told to leave the car and, when he refused, was re-
tnoved and jailed. ln 1896, his case made it to the Supreme (lourt, which ruled that
separate lhcil i t ies were not inherently unequal. Thus was the Southern practice of
segregating blacks and whites legalizecl. ' I 'his decision, and the turconstitutional laws
that it allowed, created a cleep gulf between blacks and whites in the South whicl 'r has
yet to be tully bridged. As whites sought every possible way to "keep the black man
down," black ieaders arose to combat the i l legal and unjust oppression of their peo-
pie. Some, l ike Booker T. Washington, advocated patience and hard work for blacks.
Others, i ike W.E.B. Du Bois, thought that blacks should fight for their constitutional
rights. As the years went by, the South sunk into deep patterns of racial division and
hatred, economic stagnation, and (for many) despair.
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Hor-ner Plessy


