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GrNennr lruronmenoN FoR Arr Gnaors

'lhis week's topics vary on the different learning levels, but what all have in common is that we're still learning about the
many different things that were going on during America's Gilded Age. We ve read about the vast differences in lif-estyle
betweeu the Captains of Industry and the immigrant factory workers, between union organizers in the North and op-
pressed black youths in the South. This week, you wil l continue to survey various aspects of l i fe in the Gilded Age.

Lower-grammar students are going to be learning about the famous Klondike Gold Rush along the Klondike River
near l)awsotr City, Yukon, in Canada. Dawson City was just over the border from America's new Alaskan territory,
purclrased from the Russians. Americans heard about this discovery in 1897, and many rushed to fincl their fbrtunes
in the froz,en north country. As with the California Gold Rush, by bringing large numbers of enlrepreneurial ad-
venturers to the region, the Klondike Gold Rush significantly contributecl to the economic developnrent ol 'westcrn
Canacla, Alaska, and the Pacific Northwest.

Upper-g1,1*nrar students wil l study gold, too. You wil l learn about the grild standard that underlay American curren-
cy in the late 1800's and how its f luctuations affected the U.S. treasury. You wil l also be reading about the beginning
ol-shoprping by catalogs and department stores, as goods were manufactured more and more through mnss procluction.
Finally, you wil l leirrn how Sam McClure encouraged writers and published their works in Iris nragazincs.

I ) ia lect ic stuclents wi l l  f in ish up their  lbur-rveek study of  immigrat ion dur ing the Gi lded Age ancl  t l . re i r  stucly of  the l i lc '
story of one of the most successful immigrants of the period, Andrew Carnegie. The discussion on int ntigrants r:x
plores the l ives of those who traveled west to become prairie farmers. You wil l also learn how Carnegie sought to givc
arvay his vast fbrturrc during the last years of his l i tb, and what causes he chose to chartrpion as he did so.

ln our cxrgoing topics in Anrerican history, rhetoric students wil l focus their attention on another-category of Arnen,
cans ch-trirtg Ihis age: the fhrmers. You wil l learn I 'row economic conditions in the rapidly inclustrializinr Cii lclecl Agc
trappcd farrners, who could often not make ends meet and support their families. Many farmers became deeply
indebted and had to sell their farms. When they repeatedly appealed to their government for reliel, i t seerred to thenr
that no one in power carecl about their troubles at all. Yet they saw themselves as the repository of all that Anrerica
hacl lclng stood fcrr, ancl they feared for their country's future along with their own. ln desperation, farmcrs fronr all
over the tration formed a new, third polit ical party, called the Populists. Older stuclents wil l learn this weck about thc
Popul ists '  ideas arrd their  b ids for  nat ional  recogni t ion and al legiar.rce.

ILhetoric students wil l also begin a three-week survey of events in the last quarter-century in l. l trrope. I{cadings this
week fbcus on the two young governments of the era: the French T'hird Republic and the national government of newly
uni l ' icc l l ta ly.  Yott ' l l  reaclabouttheproblenrst l . ratconfrontedpeoplc inbothofthesenat i rxrsandhowthcir leadcls
struggled to meet them.
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