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Grrurnal lNroRmarroN FoR Arr Gnaoes

We are coming to the close of many things this week. For some, it is just the end of the unit, but for rrri lny it is the end
of your school year. This unit also closes out our study of the 1800's. The twentieth century is just over the horizon! l
Some of you who have been using Year 3 all of this school year may be taking a final exam in two weeks that wil l tcst l
your memory of events and places in the century as a whole. Others wil l only be tested on the contents of this unit.
Please be sure to ask your teacher about her plans for the end of this unit. If you are taking a comprehensive exanr, r 'ou
should probably plan to begin reviewing Units I and2 of Year 3 this week.

Lowcr gramnrar students are in for a treat as they read about one of the most heartwaruring stories o[ the late 1800's
and early 1900's. Helen Keller contracted scarlet fever as a baby. She survived, but she was left both blind and deaf
by the i l lness. How would Helen ever learn to communicate? How could her family teach her anything n-reaninglul?
Reacl the story of how her devoted teacher was able to unlock Helen's mind and help her tcl rnake a real diff 'erencc in
her rvorld.

Upper-grammar students, too, wil l read about Helen Keller, and also about another famous woman of this periocl: Ma-
rie Cr-rrie. Ihe lurtter was a physicist and chemist of Polish upbringing who became a French cil izen after rnoving tltere
whetr she rvas 24. Curie was a pioneer in the field of radioactivity, the first persor.r honored rvith two Nobel Prizes tnd
ll 're rlnly one to be awarded two prizes in diffurent f ields. Curie was also the first female prol'essor at the University of'
Paris. ln addition, you wil l learn a l itt le of the fascinating history of Hawaii this week.

l  ) ia lect ic students wi l l  jo in their  younger s ib l ings by learnirrg about the history of  Hawai i  as they begin a two-rvce k
study of Arnerican irnperialisn.r betweer.r 1890 and 1899. You should also enjoy the first of a two-week study of tht'
early l i fe of Theodore Roosevelt, who became President of the United States in 1901. Roosevelt was a key actor in lhe
dranra of the Spanish-Arnerican War, which we'l l study next week.

'fhe reading firr rhetoric students centers or.r the ethnic makeup and history of the Austro-Hungarian ernpire ar.rcl thc
structure and history of the German empire after its unification. The purpose for this entire discussion is to lay thc
foundation for your grasp of World War I. Most American students have no clear idea why \Vorld War t really startecl.
Austria-Hungary was the "powder keg of Europe" that ignited Worlcl War I, so we begin with the changcs that Ger'
rnan unification brought to the old Hapsburg empire, which we have previously referred to as either the Holy Roman
Ilrnpire or, in the 1800's, as just'Austria."
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GeNrnar lNronltnartoN FoR Att Gnaors

This is the last week of this unit! Many of you are finishing a four-unit study of the 1800's and should take some time

this week to reflect on all you have learned! What a rich century it was, full of drama and change. At the start of the

century, people traveled and communicated as they always had for thousands of years. They walked, rode or har-

nessed animals, or moved in boats powered by wind or oars over the water. They wrote letters that were then carried
along as people traveled. During the 1800's, though, people learned to build railroads and telegraphs! 'fhey length-

ened their days by means of electric l ights. In America, a majority of workers moved ofTof the land and into cit ies;
the United States went from a nation of self-employed people to a nation of employees. At t irnes, it was doubtful i l

America would be one nation or two. The Civil War settled that question, but Reconstruction raised a host of others.
So, there's lots to review as we come to the end of this unit, which has focused on the last 25 years of the 1800's, aptly
narnecl  by l t ' lark ' lwain,  "The Gi lded Age."

As rve finish up our projects and ready ourselves for our unit celebration, we are going to tie up loose er.rds. Younger
stuclcnts rvil l  have the chance to learn about two men who became famous in the last few years of the ninetcenth cen
tury: (Jeorge Washington Carver and W. E. B. f)u Bois. Dialectic students wil l c<lntinue learning about the etrrly l i fc of
1-eddy Roosevelt, who would become the 26'h President of the United States when President McKinley was assassinatetl
in 1901.

Upper-le vel students wil l be reading about several small, but important, confl icts that f l ickered around the earth as the
nineteenth century drew to a close. ' lo varying degrees, they wil l study details about the Spanislr Anrerican War, thc
lloxer l lebell ion in China, and the Boer War in South Afiica. We'l l f inish off our study of American historv l irr this
year-plan with America's debut on the world stage as a successful foreign player and holder of a new foreign empire.
We'l l note the continuing struggle of Chinese nationals to fight off the "foreign devils" unsuccessfully. And, rve'l l  note
the bloody conflict between Boers (Dutch settlers, now called Afrikaners) and Brit ish soldiers, that ended with flr it ish
donrinirt ion. ' l 'hese conflicts were small but important events in the l ives of most of humankind in the war.ring years ol
the nineteenth century. In both America and in western Europe, most people looked to the dawn of the new century
with hope and joy.
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